IT Infrastructure for Registries in Health Services Research: A Market Study in Germany.
Registries are increasingly implemented to record the practice of health care. Within a national funding scheme for registries, an accompanying project was launched to support the design of the registries' IT infrastructure amongst other tasks for 16 projects. A challenge of data management systems was organized by the accompanying project in order to enable the projects to define realistic expectations towards IT support in their research protocols. Twelve vendors participated in the challenge. They presented their solutions for selected use cases. In advance, the projects considered a sufficient authorization concept and the possibility to export data to be of highest importance. However, the systems covered mainly core processes of electronic data capture. The accompanying project will continue its support for the next stage of the funding scheme, which will be the implementation of the registries that win a competitive review of their research protocols prepared in the concept development stage.